
FIGURE A. Social Security and Expected* Medicare Benefits for 
a Two-Earner Couple: Average Wage/Low Wage

—Real 2002 Dollars—
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* Expected rather than realized benefits.  Notes: The “average” and “low” wage profiles are those hypothetical profiles 
routinely employed by the Social Security Administration in its analyses.  Sums are discounted to present value at age 65 
using a 2 percent real interest rate.  Table assumes survival to age 65.  Projections based on intermediate assumptions of the 
2002 OASDI and HI/SMI Trustees Reports.  Source: C. Eugene Steuerle and Adam Carasso, The Urban Institute, 2002.



FIGURE B. Social Security and Expected* Medicare Benefits 
for Average-Wage, Two-Earner Couple

—Real 2002 Dollars—
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* Expected rather than realized benefits.  Notes: The “average” wage profile is a hypothetical profile routinely employed by 
the Social Security Administration in its analyses.  Data are discounted to present value at age 65 using a 2 percent real 
interest rate.  Table assumes survival to age 65.  Projections based on intermediate assumptions of the 2002 OASDI and 
HI/SMI Trustees Reports.  Source: C. Eugene Steuerle and Adam Carasso, The Urban Institute, 2002.



FIGURE C. Social Security and Expected* Medicare Benefits 
for a Two-Earner Couple: High Wage/Average Wage

—Real 2002 Dollars—
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* Expected rather than realized benefits.  Notes: The “high” and “average” wage profiles are those hypothetical profiles 
routinely employed by the Social Security Administration in its analyses.  Data are discounted to present value at age 65 
using a 2 percent real interest rate.  Table assumes survival to age 65.  Projections based on intermediate assumptions of the 
2002 OASDI and HI/SMI Trustees Reports.  Source: C. Eugene Steuerle and Adam Carasso, The Urban Institute, 2002.


