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Reigning in Regional Leaders
7 Districts, distribution of tax receipts, elimination of elections

Emasculation of Federation Council
Duma Is a Rubberstamp
Reconfiguration of Party System

Pro-Putin Parties Stronger (United Russia, Just Russia, LDPR)
Independent Parties Weaker (KPRF, Yabloko, SPS, Republicans, 
Kasyanov)

Elections not Free and Fair

Civil Society More Constrained
Crackdown on Protesters
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“Government in which one person has uncontrolled or 
unlimited authority over others.”

A “Selectorate” smaller than the national 
population decides who rules.

White male landowners select
Communist Party officials select
Military officers select
Mullahs select

Unfair and/or not free elections
Restrictions on who participates
Restrictions on campaigns
Fraudulent results
Results overturned

Meaningless Elections (those elected have no power)
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Mor Rus

Equal Access to Ballot Yes No

Level Campaign Playing Field Yes No

Real Opposition Competes Yes ?

Free and Fair Counting Yes Yes?

Parliament Picks PM No No

Parliament Influences PM 
Choice

? No



Is the System Stable?Is the System Stable?

Short Run-- Putin Controls the Process
77%-Approval Rating
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Opposition cannot compete
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Stabilization Fund bursting

Stock Market and FDI Bursting
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Declining Unemployment
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1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

GDP growth (%) 6.4 10.0 5.1 4.7 7.3 7.2 6.4 6.6
Foreign Direct 
Investment ($mn)

3309 2714 2748 3461     7958 15444 15151 30000

Inflation (CPI, %) 85.6 20.7 18.6 15.1 12.0 11.7 10.9 9.7

Budget Balance (% 
GDP)

-3.6 0.8 3.0 1.4 1.7 4.3 7.5 7.4

Foreign Currency 
Reserves ($bn, incl. 
gold)

12.5 28.0 36.6 47.8 76.9 124.5 182.2 303.0

Stabilization Fund 
($bn)

- - - - - 18.7 42.9 90.2

Stock Market Index 
(RTS Index; rubles)

175.3 143.3 260.1 359.1 567.3 614.1 1125.6 1921.9

Real income per 
capita (annual % 
change)

-11.9 13.4 10.0 10.8 14.6 11.2 9.3 10.0

(Sources: World Bank, Goskomstat, IMF, RIA Novosti, RTS Index, EBRD, Economist, other news sources)



1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Unemployment 12.4 10.7 9.1 8.0 8.3 8.13 7.58 6.6
Real income 
per capita 
(annual % 
change)

-11.9 13.4 10.0 10.8 14.6 11.2 9.3 10.0

Poverty 
(% population)

41.5 29.0 27.3 24.2 20.6 17.8 15.8 14.5
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On Average, Autocracies and Democracies Grow at the Same 
Rate

Democracies are the Tortoises
Slower, but steady growth rates
Do not produce “miracles” but also avoid economic meltdowns

Autocracies are the Hares (and Slugs)
Some speedsters (China), Some laggards (DRC)

Handful of speedsters, 60 dictatorships with slow growth

“the variance in economic growth rates for autocracies is about twice 
what it is for democracies.” (Bueno de Mesquita & Root,2000 p. 6)

Autocracies twice as likely to experience collapse as democracies 

On Average, Autocracies and Democracies Grow at the Same 
Rate

Democracies are the Tortoises
Slower, but steady growth rates
Do not produce “miracles” but also avoid economic meltdowns

Autocracies are the Hares (and Slugs)
Some speedsters (China), Some laggards (DRC)

Handful of speedsters, 60 dictatorships with slow growth

“the variance in economic growth rates for autocracies is about twice 
what it is for democracies.” (Bueno de Mesquita & Root,2000 p. 6)

Autocracies twice as likely to experience collapse as democracies 



Does More Autocracy Produce 
More Growth in Russia?

Does More Autocracy Produce 
More Growth in Russia?

Correlation between Growing Autocracy and 
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Regime Change

Devaluation
Increased Energy Prices
Economic Policies (Macroeconomic stability, tax 
reform, stabilization fund)
Does Regime Type Matter for These Outcomes?
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Andrei Illarionov – “Should be well over 10 %”

Average for Region
9th out of 15

Slipping Below Average Recently
In 2006, Russia 13th out of 15 countries
Only Moldova and Kyrgyzstan slower
Today, correlation between rising autocracy and slowing 
growth rates
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Country 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Average Rank
Turkmenistan 16.5 18.6 20.4 15.8 17.1 14.7 9.0 9.0 15.1 1

Azerbaijan 11.4 6.2 6.5 8.1 10.4 10.2 24.3 31.0 13.5 2

Armenia 3.3 6.0 9.6 13.2 14.0 10.5 14.0 13.4 10.5 3

Kazakhstan 2.7 9.8 13.5 9.8 9.3 9.6 9.7 10.6 9.4 4

Tajikistan 3.7 8.3 10.2 9.1 10.2 10.6 6.7 7.0 8.2 5

Latvia 4.7 6.9 8.0 6.5 7.2 8.6 10.2 11.9 8.0 6

Estonia 0.3 10.8 7.7 8.0 7.1 8.1 10.5 11.4 8.0 7

Belarus 3.4 5.8 4.7 5.0 7.0 11.4 9.3 9.9 7.1 8

Russia 6.4 10.0 5.1 4.7 7.3 7.2 6.4 6.7 6.7 9

Ukraine -0.2 5.9 9.2 5.2 9.6 12.1 2.7 7.1 6.5 10

Georgia 3.0 1.9 4.7 5.5 11.1 5.9 9.6 9.0 6.3 11

Lithuania -1.5 4.1 6.6 6.9 10.3 7.3 7.6 7.5 6.1 12

Uzbekistan 4.3 3.8 4.2 4.0 4.2 7.7 7.0 7.2 5.3 13

Moldova -3.4 2.1 6.1 7.8 6.6 7.4 7.5 4.0 4.8 14

Kyrgyz Republic 3.7 5.4 5.3 0.0 7.0 7.0 -0.2 2.7 3.9 15



CorruptionCorruption

INDEM

2001: $31 billion
2005: $319 billion

Transparency International 2006 – ranked 121 (out of 163)

Between Philippines and Rwanda

World Economic Forum Growth Competitive Index 2006 –
ranked 62 (out of 125)

Ranked 53 in 2005.

World Bank "Doing Business" Index 2006 – ranked 96 (out of 175)
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NTV Gazprom
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Aerospace AirUnion
Automobiles Rosoboronexport
(Avtovaz) 
Heavy Machinery Gazprom
(Uralmash/OMZ)
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-1.6
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-1

-0.8

-0.6

-0.4

-0.2

0

Voice and Accountability -0.43 -0.26 -0.47 -0.45 -0.68 -0.79 -0.85

Political Stability/No Violence -1.17 -0.68 -0.74 -0.6 -0.64 -1.02 -1.07

Government Effectiveness -0.79 -0.62 -0.7 -0.47 -0.34 -0.37 -0.45

Regulatory Quality -0.64 -0.39 -1.64 -0.38 -0.34 -0.23 -0.29

Rule of Law -0.9 -0.9 -0.99 -0.9 -0.86 -0.81 -0.84

Control of Corruption -0.78 -0.76 -1.04 -0.96 -0.82 -0.81 -0.74

1996 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005



The Next PresidentThe Next President

Lower Approval Rating

“Weak” President

Dual Power structure

Shadow of Putin

Inheriting all Putin Era 
Problems

Formula for S.Q.? Unlikely

Lower Approval Rating

“Weak” President

Dual Power structure

Shadow of Putin

Inheriting all Putin Era 
Problems

Formula for S.Q.? Unlikely



Long Run: 
Economic Development Will Push 

Democratization Again

Long Run: 
Economic Development Will Push 

Democratization Again

Russian Society Is Rich, Educated, European,

No Alternative Ideology

Majority Has Preferences for Democracy, Just not 
Priority Now

How Long is “Long Run”? 

Russian Society Is Rich, Educated, European,

No Alternative Ideology

Majority Has Preferences for Democracy, Just not 
Priority Now

How Long is “Long Run”? 


	Russia on the Eve of Elections:Continuity or Change?
	Russian Politics: Authoritarian Drift 
	Weakening Checks on Kremlin Power
	Defining Autocracy
	Degrees of Autocracy
	Kinds of Autocracy
	Parliamentary Elections in Russia Vs. Morocco, 2007
	Is the System Stable?
	Survivability Rates of Autocracies (1946-1999)
	Survivability  of Personalistic Regimes
	Russian Economy: A (Fantastically) Positive Story 
	Autocracy and Growth Worldwide
	Does More Autocracy Produce More Growth in Russia?
	Russia’s Growth Rates
	Real GDP Growth, %, 1999-2006EURASIA
	Corruption
	Instruments for Fighting Corruption Weakening
	Insecure Property Rights:Redistribution/Renationalization
	Insecure Property Rights for Foreign Investors
	is Bigger Better?State size vs. State Efficacy
	WBI Governance Indicators in Russia, 1996-2006
	The Next President
	Long Run: Economic Development Will Push Democratization Again

