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“The trouble with the world is 
not that people know too 
little, but that they know so 
many things that ain’t so.”

Mark Twain





Figure 1. Real Median Household Income in the United States: 
Total Population, 1967 to 2006 (in 2005 dollars)
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Figure 2. Poverty Rate in the United States: Total Population, 1970 to 2005 
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Figure 3. Distribution of Household Income by Decile: Total Population, 2005
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Figure 4. Household Income Distribution in the United States: 
Total Population, 2002
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Figure 5. The Income Distribution in the United States Population 
in 1979, 1989, and 2000
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Figure 6. The Income Distribution in the United States Population 
in 1979, 1989, and 2000
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Figure 7. The Income Distribution in the United States Population 
in 1979, 1989, and 2000: Blacks
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Figure 8. The Income Distribution in the United States Population 
in 1979, 1989, and 2000: Single Mothers with Children Aged 17 and Younger
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Figure 9. The Income Distribution in the United States Population 
in 1979, 1989, and 2000: Members of Households Receiving Welfare Payments

Individual Equivalent Pre-tax Post-Transfer Household Income, 2000 Dollars
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Figure 10. The Income Distribution in the United States Population 
in 1979, 1989, and 2000
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Figure 11. The Income Distribution in the United States Population 
in 2000 and 2002
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Figure 12: Distribution of Post-Tax, Post-Transfer Household 
Size-Adjusted Income in Peak Business Cycle Years for the 
United States.



Figure 13: Distribution of Post-Tax, Post-Transfer Household 
Size-Adjusted Income in Peak Business Cycle Years for Great 
Britain.



Figure 14: Distribution of Post-Tax, Post-Transfer Household 
Size-Adjusted Income in Peak Business Cycle Years for 
Germany.



Figure 15: Distribution of Post-Tax, Post-Transfer Household 
Size-Adjusted Income in Peak Business Cycle Years for 
Japan.















Household Income Inequality: Gini Series, 1975-2004
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Source: Consistent top-coded and Unadjusted Gini values based on the public-use and internal CPS data calculated by 
Richard Burkhauser, Shuaizhang Feng, and Stephen Jenkins.


