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The Bottom Line:

Cancer medicine IS an off-label specialty



Then…

• Few drugs

• Almost all intravenous

• Few successes

• No internet

• No outpatient chemotherapy



Now… The Landscape Has Shifted

•Many drugs

•Many combinations

•Targeted therapies

•Oral drugs

•Internet

•Explosion in studies and reports
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Agreement:

•Oncologists feel the PDR has little or no 
influence

•The proportion who reports that the PDR is 
very useful has declined drastically over the 
past 11 years

•Online access to medical libraries’ databases 
is more credible now than 11 years ago



The Realities:

•Medical knowledge regarding appropriate 
cancer treatments has exceeded the 
capabilities of any one physician to keep up to 
date

•Internet access has increased, as has 
access to medical information (the ASCO 
effect)

•However, not all information is readily 
accessible and it is certainly not well 
organized



















Imagine If It Had NOT Been Approved…



Where we are today:

•What will not work is “I am the doctor,  I make my own 
judgments, therefore what I want is what I will do.”

•Individual physician variability/lack of standardization

•There is no nationwide reference for uniform 
chemotherapy regimens/doses

•Costs are becoming an increasing concern









Thank you!


