
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 202 .862.5800 www.aei.org

In
vi

ta
tio

n

 

FEDERALISM PROJECT EVENT 

Federalism under the Influence: Dope, Booze, and the Commerce Clause 
 

Wednesday, November 10, 2004, 3:00–6:30 p.m. 

Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI 

1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036  

 

In important cases that will be argued before the end of the year, the U.S. Supreme Court will 
address central questions of federalism and interstate commerce. Ashcroft v. Raich presents the 

question of whether the Commerce Clause authorizes Congress to criminalize the mere possession 

of marijuana, even where state laws specifically permit the use and possession of the substance for 
medical purposes. Granholm v. Heald and Swedenburg v. Kelly ask whether state governments 

may prohibit the direct shipment of wine from out-of-state wineries to in-state consumers, even 
where in-state wineries may conduct such sales. 

 Behind the difficult legal questions posed by these cases lies contemporary federalism’s 

twofold affliction: federal meddling in local affairs and state meddling in interstate commerce and 

the national economy. Do the upcoming cases provide an opportunity to re-draw sensible lines 

between national or local matters, or will they merely deepen the federalism muddle? 
 

2:45 p.m. Registration 

 

3:00  Introduction:  MICHAEL S. GREVE, AEI 

 

3:15  Uncorking the Dormant Commerce Clause 

  Panelists:  BRANNON DENNING, Cumberland School of Law 

     TODD ZYWICKI, Georgetown University Law Center 

      

  Moderator:  TBA 

 

4:15  Break 

 

4:30  The Dope on the Dormant Commerce Clause 

  Panelists:  VIET DINH, Georgetown University Law Center 

     JOHN EASTMAN, Chapman University School of Law 

 

  Moderator:  EDWARD WARREN, Kirkland & Ellis 

 

5:30  Break 

 

5:45  Putting the Commerce Clause in Its Proper Place: Is the Supreme Court Up to It? 

  Speaker:  RICHARD A. EPSTEIN, University of Chicago Law School 

 

6:30  Reception 

 

 

 

 

American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research



I will attend the Federalism Project conference on Wednesday, November 10. 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliation: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________ Fax: _______________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Please check if this is a new address. 

 

Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171. Shortly after 

the event occurs, a video webcast will be available on the AEI website at 

www.aei.org/events/eventvideo_list.asp. 

 

For more information, please contact Kate Rick at 202.862.5848 or krick@aei.org. 

For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org. 


