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Relearning Counterinsurgency: 
History Lessons for Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Global War on Terror 
 

Monday, January 10, 2005, 9:00–11:00 a.m. 
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI 
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036  
 

The challenge of counterinsurgency warfare is not new. From the Philippines a century ago to Iraq today, American 
soldiers have repeatedly struggled in open-ended, ambiguous, low-level combat against small bands of guerrillas. The 
U.S. military has tended to deemphasize these conflicts in its institutional memory, however, so that it has often 
fallen to American soldiers in the field to relearn, the hard way, the logic of small wars. 
 What lessons should the U.S. military draw from past counterinsurgency campaigns as it fights the global 
war on terror in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere? Why did United States prevail in the Philippines in the 1890s 
and El Salvador in the 1980s? Why did it lose Vietnam? Can past successes be replicated and past mistakes avoided? 
 These and other questions will be the subject of an AEI panel discussion. Participants will include Colonel 
Robert Killebrew, U.S. Army (Ret.), an infantry officer with extensive counterinsurgency experience; Brian 
McAllister Linn, visiting fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center and historian of the Philippines War; 
Steven Metz, chairman of the regional strategy and planning department at the Strategic Studies Institute at the U.S. 
Army War College and author of Insurgency and Counterinsurgency in the 21st Century; and Kalev Sepp, 
assistant professor at the Center on Terrorism and Irregular Warfare at the Naval Postgraduate School. Thomas 
Donnelly, AEI resident fellow in defense and security policy, will moderate. 
 
8:45 a.m.  Registration 
 
9:00   Discussants: COL. ROBERT KILLEBREW, U.S. Army (Ret.) 
     BRIAN MCALLISTER LINN, Woodrow Wilson International Center  
     STEVEN METZ, U.S. Army War College 
     KALEV SEPP, Naval Postgraduate School 
 
   Moderator: THOMAS DONNELLY, AEI 
 
11:00   Adjournment 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
I will attend the defense panel discussion on Monday, January 10. 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: _________________________________ Fax: ______________________________________ 
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Please check if this is a new address. 

 

Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171. Shortly after the event 
occurs, a video webcast will be available on the AEI website at www.aei.org/eventvideos. 
 

For more information, please contact Vance Serchuk at 202.862.5845 or vserchuk@aei.org. 
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org. 
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