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The Pentagon Budget Cuts 
 
Thursday, January 13, 2005, 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI 
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036  
 
Faced with mounting costs for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, not to mention a growing federal deficit, the Pentagon is bracing 
for billions of dollars in budget cuts for the first time since 9/11. Although the Defense Department’s 2006 budget will not be 
formally released until February, some of the military’s largest weapons systems—including the Air Force’s F/A-22 Raptor and 
the Navy’s shipbuilding program—are reportedly in jeopardy. 
 How should the Pentagon adjust its acquisition strategy in a time of both war and fiscal austerity? Who will be biggest 
winners and losers in this process? What will be the impact of the Bush administration’s belt-tightening on Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld’s vision for military transformation? How will the budget cuts affect the defense industry?  
 These and other questions will be the subject of an AEI panel discussion. Participants include Dov Zakheim, former 
under secretary of defense (comptroller) and chief financial officer for the Pentagon (2001–2004); Steven Kosiak, director of 
budget studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments; Michael O’Hanlon, Sydney Stein Jr. Chair in Foreign 
Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution; and Loren B. Thompson, chief operating officer of the Lexington Institute. Thomas 
Donnelly, AEI resident fellow in defense and security policy, will moderate. 
 
1:45 p.m.  Registration 
 
2:00  Discussants: STEVEN KOSIAK, Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments 
    MICHAEL O’HANLON, Brookings Institution 
    LOREN B. THOMPSON, Lexington Institute 
    DOV ZAKHEIM, Booz Allen & Hamilton 
 
  Moderator: THOMAS DONNELLY, AEI 
 
4:00  Adjournment 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
I will attend the Pentagon event on Thursday, January 13. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: _________________________________ Fax: ______________________________________________ 
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Please check if this is a new address. 
 
Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171. Shortly after the event occurs, a 
video webcast will be available on the AEI website at www.aei.org/eventvideos. 
 
For more information, please contact Vance Serchuk at 202.862.5845 or vserchuk@aei.org. 
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org. 
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