—

American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research

A
A

Winning Hearts and Minds:
Information Warfare in the Global War on Terror

Wednesday, December 8, 2004, noon—1:30 p.m.
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006

The counterinsurgencies in Afghanistan and Iraq are revolutionizing the way the U .S. military wages information
warfare. Public affairs officers are now war fighters by another name, responsible for shaping the battlefield by
countering enemy propaganda and anticipating public opinion. But even as the struggle for hearts and minds has
become as important as any piece of territory, military operations are themselves increasingly covert, small-scale,
and inaccessible to journalists, making it easy for facts or images to be distorted to America’s strategic disadvantage.

How is the U .S. military waging information-operations campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq? To what
extent can and should the U .S. military develop battlefield doctrine for influencing public opinion? In what ways can
the U..S. military work together with war correspondents to ensure more accurate Teporting in a COUnterinsurgency
environment?

These and other questions will be the subject of an AEI panel discussion. Participants include Brigadier
General Vincent Brooks, spokesman of codlition forces during the invasion of Iraq and deputy chief of public affairs
for the U.S. Army, and Robert D. Kaplan, bestselling author and correspondent for The Atlantic Monthly.
Thomas Donnelly, AEI resident fellow in defense and security policy, will moderate.

11:45 a.m. Registration
Noon Discussants: Brigadier General VINCENT BROOKS, U.S. Army
ROBERT D. KAPLAN, The Atlantic Monthly
Moderator: THOMAS DONNELLY, AEI
1:30 p.m. Adjournment

I will attend the defense policy briefing on Wednesday, December 8.

Name:
Title:
Affiliation:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Telephone: Fax:
E-mail:

Please check if this is a new address.

Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171. Shortly after the event occurs, a
video webcast will be available on the AEI website at www.aei.org/events/eventvideo_list.asp.

For more information, please contact Vance Serchuk at 202.862.5845 or vserchuk@aei.org.
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org.

1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 202.862.5800 www.aei.org
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