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BOOK FORUM 

The World’s Banker 
 
Monday, December 13, 2004, 9:30–11:30 a.m. 
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI 
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036  
 
No other organization has had a bigger impact on the economic policy of developing nations than the World Bank, 
yet its policies have been the subject of intense criticism. A recent book, The World’s Banker (Penguin Press, 
September 2004), by Washington Post columnist Sebastian Mallaby chronicles and analyzes the sweeping changes 
pursued by the World Bank’s current leader, James Wolfensohn. Presiding over an unusually dynamic period in the 
bank’s history, Wolfensohn, as documented by Mallaby, has captained several major internal policy shifts, including 
the redefinition of corruption as an economic issue and a top priority, as well as the inclusion of NGOs and other 
third parties in policy debates. Mallaby and a panel of experts will discuss whether these changes have improved the 
efficacy of World Bank policies.  
 
9:15 a.m.  Registration 
   
9:30   Speaker:   SEBASTIAN MALLABY, Washington Post 
 
   Discussants: ALLAN H. MELTZER, AEI and Carnegie Mellon University 
     NANCY BIRDSALL, Center for Global Development 
 
   Moderator: RADEK SIKORSKI, AEI 
 
11:30   Adjournment 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
I will attend the book forum on Monday, December 13. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: _________________________________ Fax: ______________________________________ 
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Please check if this is a new address. 

 
Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171. Shortly after the event 
occurs, a video webcast will be available on the AEI website at www.aei.org/eventvideos. 
 
For more information, please contact Gordon Gray at 202.862.4873 or ggray@aei.org. 
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org. 
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