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Who Is to Blame for Obesity? 

Thursday, March 3, 2005, 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI 
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036  

Since the mid-1980s, Americans have gotten fatter. Numerous policy initiatives have failed to reverse the upward 
trend in body weights, and the Center for Disease Control labels obesity as an “epidemic” generating enormous 
health costs. Plaintiffs’ lawyers and public health organizations are devising litigation to address this problem with the 
argument that false advertising contributes to or causes many weight problems. On the first panel of this event, 
scholars will discuss their empirical research into the causes of U.S. obesity, which include declining food prices and a 
decrease in on-the-job physical activity. Speakers on the second panel will discuss the legal basis for obesity suits and 
the merits of regulating and legislating in this area. 

1:45  p.m.  Registration  

2:00    Panel 1
Panelists: JONATHAN KLICK, Florida State University and AEI  

   TOMAS PHILIPSON, University of Chicago 

Moderator: TODD ZYWICKI, Georgetown University Law Center 

3:00    Panel 2
Panelists: RICHARD DAYNARD, Public Health Advocacy Institute and  

Northeastern University 
TED FRANK, O’Melveny & Myers LLP  

   THOMAS HAYNES, the Coca-Cola Bottlers’ Association 
   ALISON REIN, National Consumers League 

Moderator: MICHAEL GREVE, AEI 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
I will attend the obesity event on Thursday, March 3. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: _________________________________ Fax: ______________________________________ 
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Please check if this is a new address. 

Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171. Shortly after the event 
occurs, a video webcast will be available on the AEI website at www.aei.org/eventvideos. 

For more information, please contact Michael Petrino at mpetrino@aei.org. 
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org. 
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