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Counterfeit Drugs…

Defraud consumers
Deny patients therapies that can alleviate suffering and 
save lives
Include products that are intentionally:

Too strong or too weak
Missing key ingredients
Made with dangerous ingredients
Contaminated with foreign, even toxic, materials
Made in unsanitary or unsterile conditions 
Created using unsafe standards
Improperly labeled, stored, or handled



International Public Health Hazard

At their worst…
Cause significant harm and fatalities

At the least…
Defraud consumers
Deny ill patients therapies that can alleviate suffering and 
save lives
Contribute to the creation of drug-resistant diseases

And an international problem…
Flourish in those countries with poor government oversight or 
lack the resources needed to enforce their anti-counterfeiting 
laws
Often made by sophisticated, multinational criminal 
organizations



Image from the New York Times



2007/2008 Counterfeit 
Drug Statistics



***Data provided by the Pharmaceutical Security 
Institute, a PSM Affiliate

The Bad News…

In 2008, there were at least 651 different types of 
counterfeit branded, generic and over-the-counter drugs,
and with improved appearance and packaging have 
made their fake goods even harder to detect***

That is up from 639 different pharmaceutical products in 
2007

More countries are finding counterfeit drugs
115 countries identified these products in 2008
112 countries in 2007, 12 percent more than 2006



PSI Counterfeiting Incident System



PSI Counterfeiting Incident System



The Good News…

More arrests in 2007
Increased 39 percent from 2006)

More organizations taking a stand 
against counterfeit drugs
More countries recognizing the 
inadequacy of their anti-counterfeiting 
resources
More governments taking steps to 
address these shortcomings
More international cooperation



The Partnership for 

SAFE MEDICINES
A group of organizations and individuals that have 
policies, procedures, or programs to protect consumers 
from counterfeit or contraband medicines
Serves as an informational and educational resource for

Consumers
Government and Policy Makers
Healthcare Industry

Provides expert opinions
Shares best practices and resources



2009 Board of Directors

Marvin D. Shepherd, PhD
Director, Center for 
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College of Pharmacy, University 
of Texas-Austin 

Bryan A. Liang, PhD, MD, JD
Executive Director, Institute of 
Health Law Studies, California 
Western School of Law, Co-
Director, San Diego Center for 
Patient Safety 

Thomas T. Kubic
Executive Director, 
Pharmaceutical Security 
Institute 

James N. Class, PhD
Assistant Vice President, 
PhRMA

Scott A. LaGanga, 
Executive Director
Senior Director, PhRMA



Membership

PSM’s Partners include:
American Pharmacists Association
World Health Organization
Pharmaceutical Security Institute 
Pharmaceutical Industry Labor Management Association
National Alliance on Mental Illness 
Healthcare Leadership Council
Vietnam Veterans of America 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

More than 50 partner organizations and growing



Website Resources For Every Audience

Members
Board of Directors
News Center
Contact Us
Industry Links
How To Start A 

PSM In Your 
Country

Counterfeit Drug 
Encyclopedia

Reach An Expert
How To Link To 

Our 
Educational 
Materials

Join The 
Partnership

Counterfeit Drug 
Encyclopedia

Principles For 
Drug Safety

News Center
Reach An Expert

Six Steps To 
Patient 
Safety 
(Leaders 
Guide)

Safely Sourcing 
Medication

Counterfeit Drug 
Encyclopedia

Articles By Our 
Experts

Peer-reviewed 
Research On 
Counterfeit 
Drugs

Buying Drugs 
From 
Canada

SAFEDRUG
SAFESAVINGS
En espanol
中文版

Tagalog
Vietnamese
Online 

Pharmacies/
VIPPS



Outreach to Healthcare Professionals

L.E.A.D.E.R.’s Guide for 
Pharmacists

Updated and expanded 
resource about safe 
sourcing

Archive of peer-reviewed 
counterfeit drug research



Outreach to Policymakers/Media

Counterfeit Drug Incident 
Encyclopedia

One page briefing on 
previous counterfeit 
incidents

Principles for Drug Safety
Guide for policymakers 
for protecting the 
supply chain, regulating 
online sales and 
combating counterfeit 
drugs



International Principles for Drug Safety

Secure and Protect the 
Supply Chain
Regulate Online Drug 
Sellers
Unify in the Fight Against 
Counterfeit Drugs



Outreach to the Public

Materials
Safe Savings Brochure
SAFE DRUG Checklist
Facts About Importing 
Drugs From Canada
FAQs

Languages
English
Spanish
Chinese
Vietnamese
Tagalog

17



SafeMeds Tools

SafeMeds News Archive: comprehensive list of all 
relevant news stories from around the globe
SafeMeds Weekly Update: free weekly email 
summarizing what's happening around the world
SafeMeds Email Alert System: free email service that 
sends official alerts from government agencies around 
the world to subscribers when specific counterfeit drug 
incidents are detected

Part of the US FDA’s Alert Network
Safe Medicines Blog: regular, expert commentary from 
our board members



How to Start a Partnership for Safe Medicines

Eight step process to 
begin a Safe Medicines 
affiliate in your country



International Affiliate: Ghana 2008



Ghana 2008: Press Coverage



Thank you

www.safemedicines.org

http://www.safemedicines.org/
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