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―Every individual that we can 

inspire, that we can guide, that we 

can help to start a new company, 

is vital to the future of our 

economic welfare.‖

— Ewing Kauffman

Why Rankings Are Not Evil
And how their global spread will 

help universities improve
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The growth of global rankings

 U.S. News rankings – 800-pound gorilla

 Spread of 40-plus national-level rankings, from Peru to Kazakhstan

 Emergence of global rankings – most influential are produced by 

Shanghai Jiao Tong University and Times Higher Education

 AHELO - OECD experiment with value-added rankings

 What’s next?
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Source: Illustrated History of the University of California, 1868 - 1895
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Haiku
by Ben Wildavsky

as cherry blossoms

fall each year, colleges are

ranked. Get used to it.
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