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Faculty spend a lot of their time, and 
their university’s money, on scholarship

• Publication of knowledge (books and journals)

• Citations for journal publications

• Funding for knowledge production (research 
grants or fellowships)

• Honors and awards



Overview

Created in 2005, modeled on the NRC study, 

focused on ranking Ph.D. programs based on 

per capita productivity of faculty

Steering committee formed with Colorado 

Boulder, MIT and Ohio State in 2008, need 

for a unit record database identified

Database is now organized with a person 

being the unit record and data is attached to 

that individual



Data Statistics

170,000+ faculty members

383 institutions 

8,737 Ph.D. programs

1 million+ articles and 10 million+ citations

75,000+ grants from 6 federal agencies

26,000+ honors from 281 governing societies

56,000+ books





Analytical Tools:  Productivity Radar







Analytical Tools:  Quintile Analysis



Analytical Tools: Peer Selection Application



Analytical Tools: Institution Viewer
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Policy implications

• Faculty scholarly performance is highly 
variable both within and among disciplines.

• In almost all disciplines and areas of scholarly 
activity the top 20% of faculty produce more 
than half of the scholarly output

• Future competitiveness will depend on quality 
improvements rather than quantity increases


